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The theory of mechanism design helps us understand institutions ranging from simple trading rules to political constitutions. We can understand institutions as the solution to a well defined planner’s problem of achieving some objective or maximizing some utility function subject to incentive constraints. 
A common criticism of mechanism design theory is that the optimal mechanisms solving the well defined planner’s problem seem too sensitive to the assumed structure of the environment.  We suggest a robust formulation of the mechanism design and implementation problem. 
The talk will be based on past and current work by the authors.
 
