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TITLE: Do social gatherings predict influenza mortality? 
 
This talk will be partly a summary of the demographic and public-health aspects of influenza 
pandemics, and partly about some new empirical findings on the relationship between social 
gatherings and influenza mortality. 
 
The current "swine flu" influenza pandemic is the first pandemic since the 1968 "Hong Kong" 
flu.  It is also the first pandemic of H1N1 influenza since the disastrous 1918 "Spanish" flu, 
although signs point to this pandemic being less severe.  This talk will offer some perspective on 
how a pandemic differs from a regular flu season, and how the new pandemic has tested some 
mathematical models.  The findings on social gatherings are based on analysis of a database on 
monthly influenza mortality in the United States, 1959-present, that I have compiled. 
 


